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mspc.soyvalue.com   |  mipork.org   |   michigansoybean.org   |  (989) 652-3294

To learn more about improving farm sector revenue and to get a
free sample kit for the 2022 harvest, visit mspc.soyvalue.com today!

If every U.S. farmer takes these two steps when they select seed, it could add
billions of dollars in value for the entire U.S. soybean industry. That’s good
for the industry, and better for every farmer’s bottom line.

Visit the Soybean Variety Information tab on soyvalue.com and select a variety with a livestock
feed value score above 5.0. Although Michigan variety information isn’t currently available on
the site, you can select varieties from neighboring states with similar growing conditions to get
information on feed value scores for varieties that may also be grown in Michigan. Your submission
of soybean samples will allow more Michigan data to be collected and will provide more
geographically-accurate information in the future

2

Visit mspc.soyvalue.com to order a sample kit at no charge, and we’ll send back a report
on your soybeans’ feed value.1

Soybean checkoff, university, and industry researchers analyzed more than 50,000 soybean samples and
identified varieties most likely to produce higher feed value. Now it’s easy for farmers to help boost
soybean quality and sales into livestock feed markets in two easy steps:

The good news is that it’s possible to reverse these losses and maximize farmer revenue over time at
no cost to farmers.

Most farmers don’t notice because they aren’t paid directly for quality. However, declining protein invisibly
impacts every farmer’s bottom line. The sales lost in pig markets total billions of dollars during the last
decade alone. Quality also hits bottom lines through basis, which costs U.S. farmers up to $600 million
per year in lower elevator checks.

Soybean meal is the gold standard in vegetable protein, so sales are increasing in the global livestock market.
However, the U.S. farmers’ share of the sale to pig producers has dropped more than 70% since 1990. That‘s
because soybean protein is decreasing, and synthetic amino acid companies offer cheap alternatives.

It Costs Michigan  Farmers Nothing to Help the U.S. Win Billions Back

IN U.S. FARMER REVENUEERASED BILLIONS
HAVECOMPETITORSSOYBEAN MEAL
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PageSpotlight 

O
n February 23, 2022, the Michigan Pork Producers 
Association hosted the 2022 Michigan Pork Symposium. 
The symposium focused on day-to-day tools that 
producers could take back to the farm such as employee 
management, working with sows and farrowing, issues 

facing grow-to-finish operations and smaller farm operations. The goal 
of the symposium was to provide producers with knowledge that will 
help them provide a growing human population an environmentally-safe, 
socially-acceptable, low-cost source of meat. The conference also allows 
producers to get an update on the outlook of the industry.

The Symposium started with a welcome and introductions, followed by 
a keynote by Dr. Larry Firkins with the University of Illinois, on “Our Search 
for Significance.” Dr. Patrick Webb with the National Pork Board followed 
up with a presentation about Foreign Animal Disease and African Swine 
Fever Preparedness.

Attendees then chose between sessions focusing on sow farm 
operations, grow/finish and small farm management. The breakout 
sessions featured topics such as caring for the farrowing sow, farm 
technology, herd health, people management, African Swine Fever, 
biosecurity and more. 

Attendees were treated to a delicious lunch of pork dishes prepared by 
the Lansing Center’s culinary staff and National Pork Board Chief Strategy 
Officer Jarrod Sutton provided a Pork Checkoff update. Dr. Kim Dodd, 
Director of the Michigan State University Veterinary Diagnostic Lab, also 
spoke about what the lab has to offer pork producers. Awards were then 
presented to Michigan pork producers for their dedication to the industry.

Three individuals were recognized for 
their excellence in pork production and 
contributions to the pork industry. 

The Distinguished Service Award, 
Michigan Pork Producers Association’s 
highest honor, is bestowed on individuals 
who have made a significant lifetime 
contribution to the pork industry at both 
the state and national levels.  Receiving 
the award this year is Denny Thelen.

For many years, Denny has worked 
for United Producers Inc. and has been 
involved in helping farmers with packer 
contracts and shipping hogs throughout 
the state.

His knowledge of the industry and drive for continued growth and 
improvement, coupled with his dedication and passion for agriculture, 
have made him a leader whose opinions are actively sought and valued 
by his peers. Denny is well-known for his commitment to the industry and 

By: Emily Schmitt

MPPA PROGRAM 
DIRECTOR

2022 
Michigan 

Pork 
Symposium

Attendees listen to keynote 
speakers at the 2022 
Michigan Pork Symposium. 

     Michigan Pork Producers AssociationPage 4



excellent service to Michigan’s pig 
farmers.

The Master Pork Producer 
Award honors those who have 
demonstrated skills in proficient 
pork production and taken an 
active leadership role in the 
Michigan pork industry. Chosen to 
receive the award this year is Rick 
Sietsema from Allendale, Michigan.  

Rick began farming with his 
father, Harley, and they raised 
turkeys before expanding to pigs. 
The business continues to be a 
family affair and has expanded to 
market 600,000 head each year. 

The Swine Herd Manager 
Award is given annually to an 
individual who exemplifies 
superior commitment, knowledge 
and leadership in their role as a 
manager of a pork production 
operation. MPPA awarded the 
Swine Herd Manager Award to 
Chris Rozeboom with the Michigan 
State University Swine Teaching 
and Research Farm.

Individuals chosen for these 
honors are nominated by their 
peers and selected by the MPPA 
Board of Directors. 

In the afternoon of the 
Symposium, attendees went 
back into breakout sessions 
and the day concluded with a 
sponsor reception. Attendees 
enjoyed hors devours featuring 
pork while talking with industry 
representatives and fellow pork 
producers.

The 2022 Michigan Pork 
Symposium successfully provided 
pork farmers from around the 
state information about their 
ever-changing industries. Valuable 
impact is anticipated in the future 

as farmers use information from 
the symposium to produce food 
for the world.  This event was 
also made possible by many 
significant pork industry sponsors 
(see page 24).

Dr. Larry Firkins

Denny Thelen (center) celebrates receiving the MPPA Distinguished 
Service Award with his family at the Michigan Pork Symposium.

Above, Rick Sietsema celebrates 
receiving the MPPA Master Pork 
Producer Award with his father 
Harley, daughter Kristy Roelofs, 

wife Dalayne, son Eric and 
daughter-in-law Lindsey. At right, 

Chris Rozeboom with the MSU 
Swine Teaching and Research Farm 

accepts his Swine Herd Manager 
Award from his supervisor and 

MPPA Board Member Kevin Turner.
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PagePresident’s 

E
very year, in the middle of spring planting, I wish there were a 
way to pause the work in the hog barns so that I might feel less 
exhaustion.  My dad’s response to my tired whine is to remind 
me that I signed up for this life and that this season will soon be 
over.  I hope your crops are off to an excellent start.

Last year, I served on a task force that Mary discussed in a previous issue 
of the Michigan Pork magazine.  The work of the task force was to examine 
and make recommendations on how the National Pork Board (NPB) and 
the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) should operate and better 
serve our industry.  During those meetings, which concluded last December, 
the task force identified several areas of concern that faced our industry 
(ASF preparedness, labor shortfalls, Prop 12 demands, regulatory burdens, 
etc.).  After identifying the most pressing issues, we were asked to make 
recommendations on how our national organizations, in conjunction with 
each state association, could work better to meet the growing demands 
of safeguarding our industry.  The task force issued five recommendations. 
Four of the recommendations articulated a more efficient joint effort and 
annual planning that should occur between NPB and NPPC.  The fifth 
recommendation asked for a rate adjustment to both the mandatory 
checkoff and the Strategic Investment Program (SIP).  The SIP is a voluntary 
contribution that supports NPPC.

At the Pork Forum in March, the delegate body was asked to approve 
the task force’s recommendation. An advisement submitted by Iowa, Ohio, 
and Illinois outlined a coordinated effort that will occur between NPB and 
NPPC annually. The advisement that was passed by both organizations 
recommended the following:

1. Create a joint Producer-Led working group of state leaders (NPB and 
NPPC) that conducts annual industry planning, prioritizes issues, identifies 
risks and develops action plans.

2. Invest in shared resources (within the criteria of the separation 
agreement) to develop and implement a more fully coordinated marketing 
strategy and communications plan for the industry overall.

3. Form a new joint industry task force in 2022 to ensure the industry 
is equipped to address issues and opportunities at the state, regional and 
grassroots level. The task force shall report annually to the voting delegates 
at Pork Forum.

4. Establish a culture and operational framework that ensures the most 
efficient and effective use of producer funding.

The advisement passed with unanimous support, and it was clear that 

“Forum Delegates Adjust Pork 
Checkoff Rate”

By: Brian Pridgeon
MPPA PRESIDENT
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Cybersecurity Tips for Your Farm Business

S
ecurity experts are 
urging all farmers, 
including pork producers, 
to make cybersecurity 
a top priority for their 

businesses. This type of criminal 
activity continues to target America’s 
food industry. 

The FBI informed the food and 
agriculture sector that ransomware 
actors are more likely to attack. The 
agency says agricultural cooperatives 
are of particular concern during 
critical planting and harvest seasons. 
These events can disrupt operations, 
causing economic loss and negatively 
impacting the food supply chain. The 
FBI notes ransomware attacks during 
these seasons happened against 
grain cooperatives during the fall 
2021 harvest and in early 2022. 

The federal government’s 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA) offers a 

wealth of information about the 
entire topic of ransomware and 
how you can protect yourself and 
your business. However, the basics 
of cybersecurity only require 
remembering these four steps of 
“cyber hygiene”: 

1. You’ll be 99% less likely to 
get hacked by implementing 
multifactor authentication on 
your accounts.  

2. Update your software and 
turn on automatic updates.  

3. Think before you click. More 
than 90% of successful 
cyberattacks start with a 
phishing email.  

4. Use a password manager to 
generate and store unique 
passwords or assign your 
own strong passwords. 

both organizations were eager to begin implementing 
the plan outlined above. 

In regard to the funding adjustment, the delegate 
body had a healthy debate. There were three clear 
opinions for how to fund NPB and NPPC:

1. Maintain checkoff at the current rate and increase 
SIP

2. Lower checkoff by .05/100 wt., increase SIP by 
.05/100 wt.

3. Lower checkoff by .10/100 wt., increase SIP by 
.10/100 wt.

The heart of the discussion on funding revolved 
around how the industry funds its fight against 
regulatory burdens and anti-farming activism. States 
that have been the frontline for these fights felt strongly 

for a dramatic increase to SIP.  However, there was a 
sense that producers would resist a net increase in 
dollars collected for both organizations.  The delegate 
body arrived at a compromise and voted 94 percent in 
favor for the middle ground of a reduction of a nickel to 
checkoff for a nickel increase to the SIP program.

What I was most pleased with was the discussion 
for how our national and state organizations can better 
serve producers and meet the needs of our industry 
that are pressing and timely.  Let us be nimbler to adjust 
to the ever-shifting challenges facing pig farmers.  I 
encourage you to get involved and, if you are not 
already,  to consider signing up for SIP remittance, if 
you already contribute, consider whether an adjustment 
to your SIP is prudent for your farm. As always, feel 
free to reach out to myself or our staff if you have any 
questions.
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My DeskAcross

P
reparing for and preventing foreign animal diseases, addressing 
an agricultural labor shortage, increasing pork exports and 
increasing the line-speed at pork processing plants, were some 
of the top public-policy issues Tim Kruitoff, Kent City; Ed and 
Eric Reed, Marcellus; and I discussed with our congressional 

lawmakers recently in Washington D.C. We were joined by nearly 100 
producers from across the country during the spring Capitol Hill fly-in of 
the National Pork Producers Council (NPPC),  — in person for the first time 
in two years. We were also joined by Jarred Lorenz, H & H Farms Vicksburg, 
who is participating in the Pork Leadership Institute and Josh Scamlin, 
NPPC Regional Manager of Producer Services for Indiana, Michigan, and 
Ohio.

“I believe that the USDA Food Safety Inspection Service announcement 
recently, allowing the Coldwater plant a “time limited trial” for line speed 
is a perfect example of why it is so important for producers to be meet 
with or be in contact with our legislators.  This is one of the topics that the 
Michigan delegation discussed with all the offices that we visited and as a 
result we can see that DC got something good done in a timely manner,” 
said Tim Kruitoff.  “We as pork producers must take time to meet or contact 
our legislators because I can guarantee that those that disagree with what 
we do are meeting and telling a different story than we want to be told. We 
need to take pride in what we do and defend our way of life.”

“Challenges facing our industry continue to evolve, and we hope our 
efforts help lawmakers understand why these issues are so important to the 
livelihoods of producers and the future of our industry,” said Ed Reed. “But 
we need action now on these matters so producers can continue providing 
safe, nutritious pork to consumers worldwide. The fly-in allows producers to 
use their voices and tell their stories to compel representatives to take swift 
action on these issues.”

Producers urged lawmakers to support additional funding for foreign 
animal disease prevention and preparedness efforts, particularly around 
African swine fever (ASF). Last July, ASF was detected in the Western 
Hemisphere for the first time in more than 40 years. NPPC is requesting 
funding for fiscal 2023 for additional U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
agricultural inspectors; for the National Animal Health Laboratory Network, 

“Washington D.C. Legislative Action 
Conference”

By: Mary Kelpinski

MPPA CHIEF
EXECUTIVE  

OFFICER

Fowler, Mich.

Denny Thelen, Regional Sales Manager
Call:  (989) 640-1091
Email:  dthelen@uproducers.com
Web:  www.uproducers.com
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of which Michigan State University’s 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory 
is part of and provides disease 
surveillance and diagnostic 
support in cases of large-scale 
animal disease outbreaks; and 
for additional staff for the USDA 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service’s Veterinary Services.

To address an ongoing labor 
shortage, we asked Senate and 
House members to expand the 
H-2A visa program to year-round 
agricultural workers without a cap 
on the number of visas, including 
packing plant employees. Currently, 
the visa only allows for temporary, 
seasonal farm laborers that are not 
compatible with the pork industry’s 
year-round labor needs. The pork 
industry also supports providing 
a pathway to legal status for 
foreign-born agricultural workers 
already in the United States.

“Employment in hog farming has 
declined in recent years despite 
growing labor needs and rising 
wages. As a key economic driver, 
hog farming is vital to prosperity 
in rural America and we need 
Congress to take action on H2-A 

visa reform,” explained Reed. 

We also shared the importance 
of trade to the pork industry, 
urging the Michigan delegation to 
encourage the Biden administration 
to join the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 
The 11-country CPTPP has almost 
500 million consumers and $13.5 
trillion of GDP. The United States 
was part of a previous agreement, 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), 
but President Trump withdrew 
from the TPP before it became 

effective. We also requested the 
administration negotiate a more 
ambitious Indo-Pacific Economic 
Framework deal, one that includes 
agriculture and addresses nontariff 
barriers to U.S. products, including 
pork.

The Legislative Action 
Conference is a program made 
possible by voluntary Strategic 
Investment Program funding. 
Please contact me if you would like 
to become a contributor and help 
educate legislators about issues 
important to pork production.

Above left, Eric and Ed Reed, Mary Kelpinski, Jarred Lorenz and Tim Kruithoff gather at the US Capitol to meet with  
legislators to talk about issues affecting the pork industry. Above right, Jarred Lorenz, Mary Kelpinski, Representative 
Jack Bergman and Josh Scramlin meet during the Spring Legislative Conference in Washington D.C..

Dennis Wooden 

(269) 445-8066 
(517) 937-5568 (cell)
dkswine@yahoo.com
Cassopolis, MI

Production Tested F1 • Hampshire Duroc, Yorkshire, • F1 Service Age 
Boars • Open, F1 & Purebred Gilts • Fresh Semen Available • Delivery 

Available • High Health, High Quality 4H & FFA Show Pigs Available  

Wooden Purebred Swine FarmsWooden Purebred Swine Farms
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T
he U.S. Supreme Court at its Mar. 25 
conference agreed to hear a case brought 
by the National Pork Producers Council 
and the American Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) against California’s Proposition 12, 

which bans the sale of pork from hogs born to sows 
that weren’t raised according to the state’s “arbitrary” 
production standards.

“We are extremely pleased that the Supreme Court 
will consider the constitutionality of Proposition 12, in 
which California seeks to impose regulations targeting 
farming practices outside its borders that would stifle 
interstate and international commerce,” said NPPC 
President Terry Wolters. “NPPC has poured a lot of 
blood, sweat and tears into preserving the rights of 
America’s pork producers to raise hogs in a way that’s 
best for their animals’ well-being and that allows them 
to continue selling pork to all consumers, both here and 
internationally.”

NPPC has waged a legal battle against the ballot 
initiative since it was approved in November 2018, 
arguing at the U.S. district and appellate court levels 
that Prop. 12 violates the Constitution’s Commerce 
Clause, which grants Congress the power to regulate 
trade among the states and limits the ability of states to 
regulate commerce outside their borders.

The high court is taking up the case on appeal from 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit, which 
in July 2021 upheld a lower court ruling against the 
NPPC-AFBF lawsuit. The appeals court found that 
despite the organizations plausibly alleging that Prop. 
12 “will have dramatic upstream effects and require 
pervasive changes to the pork industry nationwide,” 9th 
Circuit precedent didn’t allow the case 
to continue. That precedent, however, 
runs counter to numerous Supreme 
Court decisions and is in conflict with 
nearly every other federal circuit 
court.

NPPC and AFBF in the coming 
weeks will file their initial brief with 
the Supreme Court, which could hear 
oral arguments in the fall and could 

render a decision by the end of the year. Prop. 12, which 
took effect Jan. 1, 2022, prohibits in California the sale 
of pork from hogs whose mothers were raised in pens 
— anywhere in the world — that do not comply with 
the state’s highly prescriptive housing standards. It 
applies to any uncooked pork sold in the state, whether 
produced there or outside its borders. Nearly all pork 
currently produced in the United States fails to meet 
California’s arbitrary standards. (Business groups in 
California recently got a state superior court to delay 
the effective date of Prop. 12 for 180 days after final 
implementing regulations are issued.)

“In addition to its unconstitutional extraterritoriality,” 
Wolters said, “Prop. 12 sets arbitrary animal housing 
standards that lack any scientific, technical or 
agricultural basis and that will only inflict economic 
harm on U.S. hog farmers and consumers.”

To continue selling pork to the nearly 40 million 
consumers who live in California, which represents 
about 15 percent of the U.S. pork market, pork 
producers would need to switch to alternative sow 
housing systems. Industry estimates for converting 
sow barns or building new ones to meet the Prop. 12 
standards are in the billions of dollars. Even with farmers 
bearing most of the costs, consumers in California and 
across the nation will eventually see higher pork prices.

In addition to its legal efforts, NPPC weighed in 
on problems with the initial proposal implementing 
regulations for Prop. 12, including an unworkable 
annual certification of hog farms’ compliance with the 
initiative’s requirements. The California Department of 
Food and Agriculture, which wrote the regulations, has 
yet to issue final rules.

Supreme Court to Hear NPPC Case Against Prop. 12
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2022 Michigan Pork Producers Association
Membership Application

Name:_____________________________________________          
 
Company:___________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

City:________________________________   

State:____________Zipcode:_____________

Phone:_______________________________   Cell:_____________________________    
  
Email:____________________________________

Please check one:

        $40.00 Regular Member: Individuals or firm with over $30,000.00 gross annual sales from  
 hogs.

        $100.00 Gold Regular Member: Individuals or firm with over $30,000.00 gross annual sales  
 from hogs.

        $40.00 Associate Member: Person or companies associated with the pork industry. 

        $100.00 Gold Associate Member: Person or companies associated with the pork industry. 
  
        $5.00 Student Member: Individuals under 21 years of age. Student members do not have  
 voting privileges.

        $250.00 Gold Industry Member Contributor: A Gold Industry Contributor provides additional  
 support for MPPA programs requiring the use of unrestricted (non-checkoff) funds. 

Payment Options:

       Credit Card: Card Number:_____________________________   
 
       Expiration Date:________Code:__________ 
       
       Name on Card: _________________________________ Billing Zipcode:_____________ 
                 
       Check: Please make checks payble to MPPA and mail to 3515 West Road, Suite B,  
       East Lansing, MI  48823

As a result of changes made by the 1993 Tax Act, 25% of membership dues are not deductible for 
federal income tax purposes.
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Pork Industry Organizations Continue to Collaborate 
to Work Toward Preparedness for Foreign Animal 
Disease Outbreaks

A
s pork producers deal with challenges 
common to agriculture such as labor 
shortages, increasing input costs and 
common production diseases, they are 
also keeping a watchful eye on African 

swine fever (ASF), a devastating disease spreading 
through China, Eastern European countries and the 
Dominican Republic. While not currently present in the 
U.S., this disease remains on the radar of producers for a 
multitude of reasons.

ASF is a production disease that will devastate 
a swine herd, resulting in infected animals having 
extremely high rates of mortality and surviving animals 
becoming carriers of the infectious disease. Herds that 
have contracted this disease are fully depopulated. 
Surrounding potentially susceptible farms are put under 
high levels of scrutiny to stamp out the disease and 
control the spread.

As outbreaks occur in other countries, international 
demand increases for U.S. pork products, adding 
market value to Michigan-grown pigs. While increased 
demand generally means increased revenue, it can also 
cause market price fluctuations that can be difficult for 
producers to manage, enticing farms to expand to meet 
export demand. As infected countries recover from the 
disease, the export markets will likely disappear, causing 
lower market prices.

The 2021 ASF outbreak in the Dominican Republic 
brought the disease much closer to home. Producers, 
processing facilities and associated businesses 
understand there is no longer an ocean between their 
industry and this disease. The implications of an outbreak 
in the U.S. are vast and would result in an immediate shut 
down of all export markets for the swine industry. Recent 
research from Iowa State University and Universidad de 
la Republica, Uruguay, indicates “the costs associated 
with an ASF outbreak are significant and require risk 
mitigation and safeguards to protect against the 
importation of the disease.”

If there is an ASF outbreak, stopping the spread 

quickly will be critical. This would allow the industry to 
regain export markets before downsizing occurs, saving 
up to $35 billion in losses. There is also an expectation 
of an industrywide movement shutdown when the 
first outbreak case occurs in the U.S., posing numerous 
challenges from farm to table for the pork industry. 
If outbreaks of disease do occur, the industry will be 
imposed with regulations for the movement of all swine, 
with state departments tasked with balancing decisions 
that affect disease spread and business continuity. 

“Prepare for the worst and hope for the best” is the 
motto the secure pork supply taskforce is taking as they 
focus on preparedness for the industry. The combined 
industry organizations of Michigan State University 
Extension, MSU Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, 
Michigan Pork Producers Association and the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rurual Development are 
formulating a system that allows for business continuity 
for Michigan’s pork producers while avoiding supply chain 
disruption for processing units during the threat of a 
foreign animal disease outbreak.

The secure pork supply (SPS) taskforce recognizes 
these challenges for Michigan’s prominent pork industry 
and has increased their efforts for the state to be fully 
prepared if an event would occur. The benefit of this 
combined industry taskforce provides a full perspective 
of how an outbreak would affect Michigan’s pork industry. 
Engaging and embracing the co-leadership of MSU 
Extension – an organization with direct connections to 
pork producers, a full understanding of Michigan’s diverse 
pork industry and vast knowledge of disease spread and 
herd health – has enhanced the efforts of the entire team 
and made accessible numerous outreach channels and 
methods supporting these preparedness efforts.

The taskforce has focused on determining enhanced 
biosecurity practices for farms to implement if regulations 
are imposed for moving swine across and into the state. 
The designated system will allow producers to have their 
enhanced biosecurity plan validated and on file for review 
if permitted movement is in place. By understanding and 
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implementing these enhanced protocols, farms will be 
better positioned to gain access to movement permits 
in a timely manner. Engaging in these practices will also 
help producers protect their herds from disease spread, 
decreasing the likelihood that their farms will be infected 
with ASF.

Michigan’s diverse pork industry has operations 
varying in size and type across the state. MSU Extension 
provides education and resources focusing on foreign 
animal disease information and identification and 
improving biosecurity practices by using a multipronged 
approach to reach Michigan’s pork producers. Various 
efforts include providing written materials and 
information, engaging in one-on-one discussion with 
farmers, presenting materials in large group meeting 
settings and developing virtual training tools that allow 
farmers and those involved in the industry to access 
information in a timeframe that meets their individual 
needs. As additional preparedness steps are determined 
by the state and secure pork supply taskforce, MSU 
Extension and MPPA will continue to provide the 
outreach and education needed by the pork industry 
to ensure Michigan pork producers are prepared for 
the challenges associated with a foreign animal disease 
outbreak.

Reducing the spread of disease means identification 
must happen rapidly and everyone involved in the care, 
transportation and processing of pigs needs to know the 
signs to look for and where to report their observations. 
ASF is a highly contagious virus that affects both wild 
and domestic pigs. It can cause high fever, red, blotchy 
skin or skin lesions, diarrhea, vomiting, coughing, 
difficulty breathing and even death. 

Education and training materials developed by a 
team of MSU Extension educators and specialists are 
available to assist with identifying the signs of this 
disease. Farm laborers and personnel who access farm 
sites regularly, those involved in transportation of pigs 
and people working in processing facilities now have 
access to resources and information that will help them 
quickly identify and report any suspect animal that they 
may observe. This effort is crucial to quickly controlling 
the spread and stamping out the disease if an infection 
happens in Michigan or other areas of the U.S. For more 
information on how to identify symptoms of ASF, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/resources/industry-collaborations-led-
by-msu-extension-focus-on-preparedness-for-michigan-
s-animal-agriculture-industry.

It is important to remember that although it is terribly 
damaging to the swine industry, African Swine Fever is 
not a risk to human health and pork products are still safe 
to eat.

The efforts of the secure pork supply taskforce fully 
enhance the preparedness of Michigan’s pork industry. By 
engaging in educational activities, formulating enhanced 
biosecurity plans implemented on farms, routinely 
submitting data to support a high health herd status, 
and understanding how to quickly identify and report 
a suspect animal for foreign animal disease, Michigan’s 
pork industry will be fully equipped to respond to 
a disease outbreak and focused on maintaining the 
business continuity of the industry while also setting a 
standard for all animal agriculture production Michigan 
as they also work toward building secure food supply 
systems.

This article was originally published by MSU Extension.
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MPPA Serves as Official State Agency for US Swine 
Health Improvement Plan 

T
he US Swine Health Improvement Plan 
(US SHIP) is in the pilot phases but aims 
to establish a platform for safeguarding, 
improving, and representing the health 
status of swine across participating farm 

sites, supply chains, states, and regions. Such a working 
system is needed to support the current and future health 
assurance needs of the 21st century US pork industry. 
Michigan Pork Producers Association is serving as the 
official state agency for the program and is currently 
working to enroll Michigan’s pork producers.

US SHIP is being modelled after the National Poultry 
Improvement Plan (NPIP), a collaborative effort involving 
industry, state, and federal partners providing standards 
for certifying the health status of greater than 99 percent 
of commercial scale poultry and egg operations across 
the US.

The initial and principal objectives are to develop 
and implement an African Swine Fever (ASF)-Classical 
Swine Fever (CSF) Monitored Certification of US pork 
production operations (farm sites and slaughter facilities) 
modelled after the NPIP’s H5/H7 Avian Influenza 
Monitored certification of US Commercial Poultry 
operations.

US SHIP is a USDA Veterinary Services sponsored pilot 
project being pursued with support of state and industry 
partners. US SHIP has received endorsements of support 
by the United States Animal Health Association, American 
Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians, 
National Pork Board, National Pork Producers Council, 
and the North American Meat Institute.

The US SHIP ASF-CSF Monitored certification aims 
to mitigate risks of disease introduction and provide a 
practical means for demonstrating evidence of freedom 
of disease (outside of foreign animal disease control 
areas) in support of ongoing interstate commerce and a 
pathway towards the resumption of international trade 
over the course of a trade impacting disease response 
and recovery period.

In short, US SHIP will establish a national playbook 
of technical standards and associated certification 
recognized across participating states that centers on 
disease prevention and demonstration of freedom of 
disease outside of control areas in support of animal 
health, commerce, and trade.

US SHIP is designed to be applicable across the 
full-spectrum of US pork industry participants from the 
small show pig farmer to the large commercial producers 
and slaughter facilities.

• US SHIP participants are US pork producers and 
packers (slaughter facilities).

• Participation is at the level of a given premises 
(geographic location).

• Packers are not required to have 100 percent 
of their supply chain originating from ASF-CSF 
Monitored sites to participate in US SHIP.

Please visit usswinehealthimprovementplan.com for 
more information. Contact MPPA at misecurepork@gmail.
com  or 517-853-3782 to begin the enrollment process for 
your farm. 
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MPPA Awards Scholarships to Michigan Youth

A
n outstanding group of students applied for Michigan Pork Producers Association’s Pork Industry 
scholarships. The applications were reviewed by a panel of judges including MPPA Board Members 
Brian Pridgeon, Montgomery, and Afton Blight, Albion. The comittee chose four winners, awarding 
each scholarships totaling $3,500. The winners include: 

Shannon Rossman

Shannon Rossman is the daughter of Mark & Melanie Rossman and lives in Litchfield, MI. She has shown pigs at her 
county fair for many years and is a member of the National Junior Swine Association. Shannon is currently working 
towards obtaining my bachelor’s degree in Animal Science from Iowa State University. Upon graduation, she is 
looking at pursuing either graduate school or veterinary school. Shannon is also working with MPPA as a Secure Pork 
Supply Ambassador,

Alexis Wheeler

Alexis Wheeler is the daughter of Alan and Jennifer Wheeler and lives in Adrian, MI. She has raised and shown 
pigs for many years at her county fair, Michigan Livestock Expo and other jackpot shows. Alexis currently serves as 
a Secure Pork Supply Ambassador for the Michigan Pork Industry and attends Michigan State University pursuing a 
degree in Agribusiness Management. 

Emily Mead

Emily Mead is the daughter of 
Richard and Jennifer Bennet and 
lives in Sturgis, MI. She grew up 
around pigs on her family’s 6000 
head wean-to-finish farm and has 
shown pigs for many years. Emily 
plans to attend Central Michigan 
University to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree in science with a focus on 
animal health and pre-chiropractic 
medicine. She hopes to obtain 
a doctorate degree in Animal 
Chiropractic Medicine and continue 
the operation of her family’s fourth 
generation swine farm.

Aleah Jaworski

Aleah Jaworski is the daughter of 
Lyle and Jennifer Jaworski and lives 
in Dundee, MI. She currently attends 
Michigan State University. She plans 
to attend veterinary school and 
focus on animal reproduction and 
embryology. Aleah grew up showing 
and raising hogs on her family farm 
and currently works at the MSU 
Swine Farm. She hopes to work in 
swine genetics in the future. 

Scholarship winners included Shannon Rossman (top left), Alexis 
Wheeler (top right), Emily Mead (bottom left) and Aleah Jaworski 
(bottom right). Aleah was presented with the award at the 2022 
Michigan Pork Symposium by MPPA board member Brian Pridgeon.
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A rapid, informed response is vital for quickly containing a foreign animal disease (FAD) outbreak. While reporting 
protocols are in place on local and state levels, AgView is a free, opt-in technology solution that helps producers provide 
disease status updates and pig movement data to state animal health officials in real-time. When producers grant 
permission to share this data, it can be invaluable to creating a faster response to a suspected or confirmed FAD.

AgView's Value to the Industry
The AgView platform promotes business continuity for America’s pig farmers by 
uniquely making disease traceback and pig movement data available to the USDA 
and state animal health officials on Day 1 of a foreign animal disease incident.

In the event of an African swine fever (ASF) or another FAD outbreak, state veterinarians and other animal health officials 
will rely on reviewing a massive amount of important data from producers to assist in contact tracing of infected 
animals/herds. AgView is a permission-based system that is able to rapidly share disease data from producers to animal 
health officials. Once the data-sharing is approved, AgView can quickly share this vital information, including: 

Verification of criteria needed for 
permitting movement

AgView: A New Tool for a Unified, Real-Time 
Approach for Foreign Animal Disease Response

Important AgView Features

Where the pigs are and the size and types 
of farms state vets are dealing with

Magnitude of animal movement, and 
more importantly, positive traces

Lab results from ASF or another FAD

Compliance with the U.S. Secure Pork 
Supply plan 

® 2021 Copyright. National Pork Board. This message is funded by America’s Pork Producers and the Pork Checkoff

Releases Data 
Only at Producer 

Request

Holds All Data 
Securely

Gathers Data Prior 
to an Incident

Complements Other 
Software Platforms 

(Public/Private)

Ties All 
Pig Movement to 
Farm Premises
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Michigan farms may not cook and feed garbage to 
swine

Michigan’s Public Act 466 of 1988 (as amended; 
Animal Industry Act MCL 287.717a) defines garbage as 
“any animal origin products, including those of poultry 
and fish origin, or other animal material resulting 
from the handling, processing, preparation, cooking, 
and consumption of foods. Garbage includes, but is 
not limited to, any refuse of any type that has been 
associated with any such material at any time during 
the handling, preparation, cooking, or consumption of 
food.” In Michigan, a license to cook and feed garbage 
to swine will not be issued to anyone. A licensing 
option for cooking and feeding is provided for in the 
federal Swine Health Protection Act, which prohibits the 
feeding of garbage to swine unless the farm is licensed 
to do so and the garbage has been cooked to 212 
degrees Fahrenheit for 30 minutes before feeding. The 
cooking or treatment is required to kill disease-causing 
organisms which can infect swine when garbage 
containing animal by-products originating from infected 
animals is used as feed.

Currently in the U.S., 23 states, including Michigan, 
do not grant garbage feeding licensure, prohibiting 
the feeding garbage to swine. Twenty-eight states 
(including Puerto Rico) allow it under the requirements 
of the federal act. Among the top-10 swine producing 
states, five prohibit garbage feeding while five license it 
(Fig. 1).

Laws Prohibiting Garbage 
Feeding of Pigs: A Useful 

Tool for Preventing 
African Swine Fever

 
Dave Thompson, Michigan State University 
Extension Educator, thom1637@msu.edu

Dale Rozeboom, Michigan State University 
Extension Specialist, rozeboom@msu.edu

To prevent the spread of diseases that infect pigs, 
including African Swine Fever, Michigan and 22 other 

states forbid the practice of feeding human food waste 
or garbage to pigs. 
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APHIS role in preventing foreign animal diseases in 
pigs

Among its numerous responsibilities, the USDA’s 
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) implements 
and enforces policies designed to protect livestock from 
highly consequential animal diseases (HCD). In swine, 
these diseases include Classical Swine Fever (CSF), 
foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) and African Swine 
Fever (ASF). Any HCD outbreak in the U.S. could have 
disastrous consequences to swine health and the pork 
industry, including immediate loss of access to critical 
export markets. The Swine Health Protection Act sets 
forth enforcement through U.S. district courts and 
describes the civil and criminal penalties for violating it. 
Importantly, the Act specifies that individual state laws 
that prohibit feeding of garbage to pigs will be fully 
recognized and have precedence before the federal act. 
Thus, again, in states that prohibit garbage feeding to 
swine, such as Michigan, a license to treat garbage for 
this purpose under the Act is not available 

Garbage feeding and ASF outbreaks in pigs

Garbage feeding in pigs has been linked to outbreaks 
of ASF and other HCDs throughout the world. A 2007 
outbreak of ASF in eastern Europe occurred after wild 

boar fed on ASF-contaminated food 
waste at an international airport; the 
food waste was traced to pork products 
(Gogin et al., 2013). In early 2018, an 
ASF outbreak in Belgium is thought to 
be caused by discarded waste from a 
pork product eaten by feral pigs, which 
spread the disease to commercial pork 
production facilities there. In August 
2018, the first case of ASF was detected 
in eastern China. Since then, the disease 
has spread west and south to other parts 
of SE Asia.  Scientists at China’s Ministry 
of Agriculture linked 62% of the initial 21 
outbreaks  in China to feeding kitchen 
scraps to pigs (Feedstuffs Report, 2018). 
A policy forbidding that practice in China 
was implemented within three months 
of detecting the initial cases, but the 
disease was already spreading rapidly by 
then.  

The concept that garbage feeding (and human foods) 
brings additional risk of disease outbreaks in pork 
production is supported by numerous studies. Among 
the more compelling are surveys of food items collected 
at international airports that accept flights from 
counties with less strict guidelines in place to prevent 
export of HCDs. For example, a survey conducted in 
Australia over a two-week period in late 2019 showed 
that 202 out of 418 (48%) pork-containing items seized 
from passengers on flights from countries with active 
outbreaks of ASF tested positive for ASF (Australian 
ASF Report, 2020).

The urgency of this issue for U.S. pork producers 
was raised in late July 2021 when an outbreak of 
ASF in Dominican Republic pigs was detected. This 
outbreak represents the first HCD to reach the western 
hemisphere in over 40 years. The original source of 
virus causing this outbreak, which occurred along the 
country’s border with Haiti, remains under investigation.  
However, recognizing that ASF contaminated human 
food products are a likely source, pork-sniffing dog 
patrols have been added to Coast Guard teams 
patrolling waters off Puerto Rico that are common entry 
points for immigrants from Dominican Republic and 
Haiti.

Further clarification of Michigan’s policy

In Michigan, “bakery wastes, pasteurized eggs, 

Fig. 1 Adapted from USDA website: 
fs-swine-producers-garbage-feeding.pdf (usda.gov). 
States shaded blue prohibit garbage feeding to pigs, 
states shaded yellow allow garbage feeding.
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domestic dairy products, candy wastes, fruits, and 
vegetables are allowed to be used as feed for swine 
provided, they are not associated with animal origin 
products at any time during the handling, preparation, 
cooking, or consumption of food.” If feeding these 
products, a feed handling, processing, preparation, 
cooking, or feeding facility must meet one of the 
following: 1) have no animal origin products on the site 
of the premises that prepares animal feed products, 
2) have separate handling, processing, preparation, 
and cooking areas for animal origin products on site of 
the premises that prepares the animal feed products, 
or 3) have written procedures in place and followed 
that ensure the handling, processing, preparation, and 
cooking areas are thoroughly cleaned and disinfected 
prior to such areas being used for animal feed products.

 Michigan does license and oversee commercial 
rendering. Rendered animal products (ground and 
heat-treated to a minimum of 230° Fahrenheit) from 
commercial licensed facilities are allowed to be used 
as feed for swine. It is render’s responsibility to keep 
records and provide verification at the request of 
the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Animal Industry Division and the Animal 
Feed Safety-Pesticide and Plant Pest Management 
Division directors and managers that any animal feed 
products are used for feed for swine were properly 
processed, identified, and distributed without any 
contact with other non-rendered animal origin products.

Pork producers’ position on garbage feeding

Most pork producers understand the risks inherent 
in garbage feeding of pigs far outweigh the benefits, 
especially during this time of heightened concerns over 
continuing spread of ASF. States, including Michigan, 
that don’t permit garbage feeding are taking a proactive 
step to protect the pork industry. This step is fully 
supported by the Michigan Pork Producers Association 
and the National Pork Producers Association, along with 
USDA, who have included strong recommendations 
against garbage feeding in their Secure Pork Supply and 
other FAD prevention educational outreach to farmers. 

Steps to reduce the risks of ASF or another FAD on 
your farm

• Don’t feed table scraps or other food waste to pigs.

• When traveling, don’t bring animal products back 
into the country.

• Make sure anyone entering your farm who has 

recently travelled to regions affected by ASF did not 
have contact with swine or swine facilities while there. 
Make sure they are not carrying food products that could 
accidently be consumed by pigs on your farm.

• Don’t feed pigs any parts of animals you’ve killed 
while hunting, but especially feral swine or deer.

• Thoroughly clean and disinfect equipment, trucks/
trailers, clothing, and other items that have been 
exposed to pigs (alive or dead) from other farms.

• Maintain a strict rodent control program.

• Keep all wildlife and pets that consume pork or 
other animal products away from your pens.

• If you source pigs from a state that permits garbage 
feeding, make sure you and everyone you know 
understand the risks inherent in this practice; take steps 
to ensure that farmers who feed garbage to pigs are 
treating it properly to destroy potential disease-causing 
viruses and bacteria.

For More Information 

Help is available from the Michigan State University 
Extension Pork Team if you need assistance or are 
looking for further guidance regarding this topic.

Madonna Benjamin: MSU Extension Pork Team, (517) 
614-8875 gemus@msu.edu 

Beth Ferry: MSU Extension Pork Team, (269) 876-2745 
franzeli@msu.edu

Dale Rozeboom: MSU Extension Pork Team, (517) 
202-7415 rozeboom@msu.edu

Dave Thompson: MSU Extension Pork Team, (269) 
832-8403 thom1637@msu.edu 

Casey Zangaro: MSU Extension Pork Team, (785) 285 
2127 zangaroc@msu.edu 
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Rising fertilizer prices are leading concerns about farm 
input prices and their impacts to farm profits.  Minimizing 
costs of production is the first step to retaining farm profits.  
The keys to minimizing costs are nutrient management 
planning and understanding nutrient sources. 

Nutrient Management Planning

First, take an inventory of what you need. Soil testing 
will allow you to know what you need and where you need 
it. Soil sampling is critically important to reducing fertilizer 
costs. You need to know what you’ve got to work with 
before considering any other options. 

The soil in your farm fields isn’t uniform and your soil 
testing method should reflect that. If you haven’t soil tested 
in a while you may want to consider grid soil testing in 2 
acre blocks. The grids will help identify zones or areas of 
like soil.  After you have established zones in your field, 
yield zone testing maybe more cost effective. 

Next, consider your crop rotation and yield goals. Could 
one of your fields benefit from a more diverse rotation 
to build soil health? Consider how reasonable those yield 
goals are to meet. Are they based on historical trends or 
wishful thinking?  It is always best to focus on a goal that 
is within your field’s potential. Remember, you are basing 
your cost planning on what yield you want to achieve.

Knowing what fertilizer options you have available is 
one part of minimizing costs. Having a manure source 
allows you to match the manure with crop yield goals and 
only buy commercial fertilizer for the balance the manure 
doesn’t supply. Oversaturation of nutrients can lead to 
nutrient runoff and leaching. This loss is what nutrient 
management planning is trying to avoid.

The comparison of fertilizer options is the final part in 
deciding which options will work best for your farm and its 
current situation. 

Fertilizer Cost Comparison Decision Tool 

Last but not least, weigh through options using available 
decision tools. MSU Extension’s latest resource is the 
Fertilizer Cost Comparison Decision Tool (www.canr.msu.
edu/resources/fertilizer-cost-comparison-tool-field-crops).  
The decision tool provides producers with an ability to 
consider nutrient needs and fertilizer product costs. 

The fertilizer plan starts with your crop’s intended yield 
goal for the field. Yield goals create nutrient removal rates. 
These rates can be compared against soil test-based 
recommendations you provide. Farmers looking to 
manure as a more affordable source of nutrients can have 
those values added into their fertilizer plan. A nutrient 
analysis is recommended to ensure a true comparison of 
savings against commercial fertilizer. Nutrient credits from 
previously grown legumes can also be added.

For example, consider a 30-pound nitrogen credit from 
soybeans grown last year.  At current nitrogen prices, the 
decision tool calculates a potential savings of almost $30 
per acre.  Using USDA’s corn price of $4.80 per bushel, 
that’s over six bushels of corn! Manure applications can 
offer costs savings as well. With a charge of $0.01 per 
gallon, the decision tool calculates an application of 3,500 
gallons of a sample analysis could save an additional $20 
per acre. That’s another four bushels of corn added on to 
the nitrogen credits!

The first thing to know about this decision tool 
is that it does not replace soil testing or soil-based 
recommendations. You can reach out to MSU Extension or 
your crop consultant for help with these. Instead, it offers 
an opportunity to consider how to meet nutrient needs at 
the lowest possible cost. 

Putting it into Practice

Don’t lose those expensive inputs. Applying fertilizers in 
appropriate conditions is important to retaining their value. 
Manure should be applied in temperatures cooler than 
50°F to reduce the risk of nitrogen loss to volatilization. 
Saturated and frozen ground increase the risk of runoff 
and leaching of manure nutrients. Manure should be 
incorporated within 48 hours of spreading, if compatible 
with tillage system. Spring applications reduce the risk 
of loss of nutrients before the plant can use it. Consider 
side-dress testing and application to reduce nutrient needs 
further.  

When executing your plan precision equipment can help 
you save money by not applying fertilizer where is doesn’t 
need to go or reducing seed populations in unproductive 
soils. You may already have some precision equipment, 
make sure you are using it to its fullest potential. 

Emphasize Nutrient Management to Save on High $$ Fertilizer

Sarah Fronczak, Michigan State University Extension Educator, froncza3@msu.edu

Jonathan LaPorte, Michigan State University Extension Swine Vet, laportej@msu.edu
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Questions? 

Contact David Thompson 
(thomp1637@msu.edu) or Casey 

Zangaro (zangaroc@msu.edu)
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All comments and suggestions should be directed to the:

Want to stay updated on various MSU Extension topics? Sign up for news digests online! 
Visit bit.ly/MSUENews, and follow the prompts to get customized email digests. Digests 
are electronic newsletters of recent articles published on the MSU Extension website. You 
can unsubscribe or change your areas of interest anytime. The digests contain information 
on categories including agriculture, business, community, family, food and health, lawn and 
garden, 4-H and youth, and natural resources. Each category has multiple subcategories, 
so subscribers can narrow down their choices to fit their specific interests.

Sign Up for 
the Latest 
News for 
Agriculture

Pork TeamMSU

Lansing

Berrien Springs

..
.

Marshall

Casey Zangaro: Extension Swine Educator
(989) 875-5292, zangaro@msu.edu

Erica Rogers: Environmental Extension Educator
(989) 875-5296, roger392@msu.edu 

Dale Rozeboom: Extension Specialist
(517) 355-8398, rozeboom@msu.edu

Madonna Benjamin: Extension Swine Vet
(517) 614-8875, gemus@cvm.msu.edu

Roger Betz: Southwest District Farm Mgt.
Finance, Cash Flow, Business Analysis
(269) 781-0784, betz@msu.edu

Dave Thompson: Extension Swine Educator
(269) 832-8403, davethompson729@gmail.com

Beth Ferry: Southwest Pork Educator
Management, Quality Assurance Programs
(269) 876-2745, franzeli@msu.edu

Coldwater.
Alma..Stanton
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Update

USDA LETS MORE PACKING PLANTS 
RETURN TO FASTER LINE SPEEDS

USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) 
recently announced it approved the Clemens Food Group 
pork packing plant in Coldwater, Michigan, to run faster 
line speeds under a one-year trial program. The agency 
now has let four plants operate with faster harvesting 
line speeds, which could increase packing capacity and 
alleviate supply issues in the face of strong pork demand. 
FSIS established the line speeds program last November, 
after a provision in USDA’s 2019 New Swine Inspection 
System (NSIS) was struck down by a U.S. District Court in 
March 2021. Nine pork packing plants that had adopted 
the NSIS — six of which were operating with faster line 
speeds — were allowed to apply for the program, under 
which they need to collect data on the effects of the 
faster speeds on workers and share it with USDA and the 
U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration. The 
information could be used to formulate a new regulation 
for allowing plants to run faster line speeds. NPPC pulled 
out the proverbial stops last year to get the plants 
back to operating faster line speeds and was greatly 
relieved when USDA announced the one-year program. 
According to Iowa State University economist Dermot 
Hayes, if six plants are in the program, the aggregate 
impact on U.S. pork harvest capacity will be a 3.6 percent 
expansion. After one year, that would translate into an 
increase in live hog prices of 6 percent.

COVID VACCINE REQUIREMENT FOR 
FOREIGN FARMWORKERS EXTENDED

The Biden administration recently extended the 
requirement that “non-U.S. travelers,” including 
temporary foreign-born farmworkers, show a written 
record from a government health agency of COVID-19 
vaccination to enter the United States. The vaccine 
must be approved by the World Health Organization 
(WHO). U.S. agricultural groups, including NPPC, have 

raised concerns about restrictions on H-2A and TN 
visa holders who received vaccines not approved by 
the WHO or the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). The Russian-manufactured Sputnik 
vaccine, for example, commonly is used in Mexico but 
is not WHO- or CDC-approved. That has led to some 
disruptions in recruiting H-2A and TN visa workers. In 
February, a bipartisan group of House members asked 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to be flexible 
in requiring H-2A farmworkers to be vaccinated against 
COVID-19, including allowing those who are not able to 
get a vaccine in their home country or had a non-CDC-
approved vaccine to enter the United States under the 
condition that they get vaccinated once they arrive.

FDA REPORT SHOWS LITTLE 
CHANGE IN ANTIBIOTIC RESISTANCE

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently released 
its latest report on trends in antimicrobial resistance 
in certain bacteria collected from people, animals and 
retail meat. The 2019 National Antimicrobial Resistance 
Monitoring System (NARMS) report showed that 78 
percent of human isolates of Salmonella, one of the 
two leading bacterial causes of foodborne illness in 
the United States, were not resistant to antibiotics, a 
trend that has remained consistent for the past 15 years. 
Although changes to how pork samples are collected 
make it difficult to determine trends, the report showed 
no overall increase in resistance in swine-associated 
samples, according to NPPC, which has been supportive 
of NARMS as a source of science-based data on 
antimicrobial resistance. 

NPPC ELECTS NEW OFFICERS, 
BOARD MEMBERS

The National Pork Producers Council (NPPC) installed 
new officers and elected members to its board of 
directors at its annual business meeting — the National 
Pork Industry Forum.
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Terry Wolters of Pipestone, Minnesota, was elevated to 
president of the organization for 2022-2023. Wolters 
owns Stoney Creek Farms, which consists of several 
sow farms, and is a partner in the Pipestone System. 
He also is a member of Wholestone Farms and is active 
in the Pipestone County Pork Producers Association, 
Minnesota Pork Producers Association, South Dakota 
Pork Producers Council and the Minnesota Farm Bureau. 
He is chairman of NPPC’s Animal Health Food Security 
Policy Committee.

Wolters takes over from Jen Sorenson, communications 
director for Iowa Select Farms in West Des Moines, 
Iowa, who becomes NPPC immediate past president 
and chairman of the council’s trade and nominating 
committees.

Scott Hays of Monroe City, Missouri, became NPPC 
president-elect. He is a fifth-generation pork producer 
and the CEO of Two Mile Pork, LLC. He is chairman of 
NPPC’s Competitive Markets Committee and active on 
the Missouri Pork Association board and committees, 
Missouri Corn Growers, Missouri Farm Bureau, Missouri 
Agricultural Leaders of Tomorrow, Monroe City FFA and 
Missouri Institute of Cooperatives.

The NPPC board of directors elected Lori Stevermer as 
vice president. Lori is co-owner of Trail’s End Farm in 
Easton, Minnesota, where she served on the executive 
board of the Minnesota Pork Producers Association. 
Stevermer has a history of advocating for the pork 
industry at the local, state and national levels.

Pat Hord of Ohio and Dwight Mogler of Iowa were 
elected as new members of the board, and Lori 
Stevermer of Minnesota and Russ Vering of Nebraska 
were each reelected to another three-year term. 
Steve Malakowsky of Wells, Minnesota, with Compeer 
Financial, was elected to a two-year term as the allied 
industry representative. They join current directors Craig 
Andersen of Centerville, South Dakota; Rob Brenneman 
of Washington, Iowa; Jason Brester of Sioux City, Iowa; 
Bob Ivey of Goldsboro, North Carolina; Dr. Jeremy 
Pittman of Waverly, Virginia; Jeb Stevens of Osgood, 
Indiana; and Duane Stateler of McComb, Ohio.

For NPPC’s nominating committee, Curt Zehr of Illinois 
was reelected, and Bill Knapke of Ohio was elected to the 
panel. Both will serve two-year terms.

“We have great leadership in Terry, Scott and Lori,” said 

NPPC CEO Bryan Humphreys. “Along with the board, 
including our new members, they will represent the 
interests of pork producers and the organization very 
well.”

DIERKS INDUCTED INTO PORK 
INDUSTRY HALL OF FAME

For his 40 years serving U.S. pork producers, including 
20 years as CEO of the National Pork Producers Council 
(NPPC) and his dedication and countless contributions 
to the pork industry, Neil Dierks was inducted into the 
National Pork Industry Hall of Fame at NPPC’s annual 
business meeting — the National Pork Industry Forum.

Dierks, who retired in December 2021 after 31 years with 
NPPC, helped develop the organization that was born 
after the separation agreement that created the National 
Pork Board. He became the first CEO of the reconstituted 
NPPC.

Dierks started his career in the pork industry when he 
joined the Iowa Pork Producers Association in 1981 to 
manage the Iowa Pork Congress. He went on to head 
legislative state outreach for the organization. After 
leading field services and state legislative outreach for 
the Iowa Corn Growers Association, Dierks joined NPPC 
in 1990 to manage World Pork Expo. Prior to becoming 
CEO, he also served as the organization’s director of 
operations, vice president of research and education, and 
senior vice president of programs.

Six months after NPPC and the industry’s checkoff were 
split into independent organizations, Dierks was recruited 
from the National Pork Board in 2001 to be CEO of NPPC, 
which had five employees, and World Pork Expo was 
its single source of revenue. He guided NPPC’s steady 
growth for the next two decades, expanding sources 
of revenue and establishing it as a highly effective and 
influential national advocacy organization critical to 
the profitable growth of U.S. pork producers. “Neil is a 
giant in the pork industry. He was there at the beginning 
— after the separation agreement with the Pork Board 
— and he guided NPPC through good and not-so-good 
times over the past 20 years,” said outgoing NPPC 
President Jen Sorenson. “Neil has made countless lasting 
contributions to the U.S. pork industry and established 
NPPC as a top-tier advocacy organization and the global 
voice of the U.S. pork industry. If anyone deserves to be 
in the industry Hall of Fame, it’s Neil Dierks.”
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       Pork
Checkoff

Reports on checkoff-funded 
promotion, research and consumer 
information programs.

PORK EXPORTS UP IN MARCH, 
BUT BELOW LAST YEAR’S RECORD 
TOTALS

March pork exports were the largest so far this year 
but were well below the record totals posted in March 
2021, according to data released by USDA last week.  

“While pork exports were down significantly from 
last year’s record, we saw some encouraging trends in 
the March results,” said Dan Halstrom, USMEF president. 
“U.S. pork commanded a higher price per pound than 
a year ago, with outstanding demand from Mexico and 
value growth in key markets such as South Korea and 
the Dominican Republic.” 

Pork exports to Mexico continue to surge. While 
a large percentage of U.S. pork shipments to Mexico 
are bone-in hams and other cuts destined for further 
processing, the U.S. industry has also made gains in 
Mexico’s retail and foodservice sectors.

ASF VACCINE RESEARCH RAMP UP

The U.S. pork industry is in a race to develop a 
vaccine for African swine fever (ASF), investing public 
and private funds to protect domestic herds from the 
deadly disease. Here are some of the studies we are 
tracking. 

• USDA announced an ASF vaccine candidate 
passed an important safety test required for regulatory 
approval as it does not revert to its normal virulence. 
This moves the vaccine candidate one step closer to 
commercial availability and testing in Vietnam.

• NPB is investing $930,000 of Pork Checkoff funds 
in four different studies that include validating vaccine 
types, tracking efficacy or effectiveness, and ensuring 

viability for commercialization.  

• Genvax Technologies received a $145,000 grant 
from the Foundation for Food & Agriculture Research 
to develop a self-amplifying messenger RNA vaccine 
for ASF. Genvax contributed matching funds for a total 
investment of $290,000. 

• Purdue University received a $1 million grant to 
create a rapid test for ASF. The grant was awarded by 
the National Animal Health Laboratory Network and the 
National Animal Disease Preparedness and Response 
Program. 

While this research is underway, U.S. producers can 
prepare for a potential ASF outbreak by creating an 
AgView account.  

AgView is a pig-contact-tracing platform funded 
by the Pork Checkoff. It provides herd health and 
movement data to state and federal animal health 
officials to help minimize disruption and promote 
business continuity in case of an ASF outbreak.

BUILD PUBLIC TRUST & PROTECT 
FREEDOM TO OPERATE

NPB is offering custom On-Farm Sustainability 
Reports to every pork operation, paid for by Pork 
Checkoff funds. 

A key component to the industry’s established 
metrics infrastructure is On-Farm Sustainability 
reports, which provide free, farm-level data to help 
pork producers establish an individual baseline for 
social, environmental, and economic sustainability.  The 
industry is focused on doubling the number of farms 
participating in the reports in the next 12 months.

“We need benchmarks to better track and monitor 
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progress, and also to make better data-driven decisions 
for the future of pork production,” said Dale Stevermer, 
Minnesota pig farmer and participant in the goals and 
metrics development. “The On-Farm Sustainability 
Reports provide metrics that can be aggregated to 
track progress at the industry level, while also giving 
farmers individualized data that helps them make better 
decisions for the future of pork production.” 

These reports help producers take credit for on-farm 
work they’re already doing, and they measure and 
document continuous improvement efforts.  

Currently, there are:  

•  150+ farms participating  

•  195,000+ acres enrolled  

•  1.9+ million pigs represented  

Request your on-farm sustainability report today 
by contacting Michigan Pork Producers Association at 
517-853-3782 or kelpinski@mipork.org.

SCOTT DEE CHOSEN AS 2022 PORK 
INDUSTRY DISTINGUISHED SERVICE 
AWARD RECIPIENT

Scott Dee is passionate about helping producers 
through applied on-farm research. Several 
science-based biosecurity protocols used on farms 
today came from his studies on porcine reproductive 
and respiratory syndrome (PRRS) virus transmissibility 
through mechanical, aerosol and feed-based routes. 
Additionally, corresponding biosecurity protocols were 
developed, including transport sanitation, air filtration 
supply entry and feed mitigation.  

Dee has had nearly 170 papers published in 
peer-reviewed journals covering transmission and 
biosecurity implications of PRRS, African swine fever 
(ASF) and other severe animal health risks.  

Dee’s college experience at Mayo Clinic Institute 
Hills Research Farm in Rochester, Minnesota was his 
first exposure to pig herds, the application of animal 
models for human disease and how pathogens manifest 

themselves in animal populations.  

In 1983, Dee was accepted to the University of 
Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine where he 
specialized in swine microbiology and earned his 
master’s and doctorate degrees. He is a board-certified 
veterinary microbiologist.  

He worked as a swine practitioner in Morris, 
Minnesota, for 12 years. After that, he conducted 
research and was a professor at the University of 
Minnesota College of Veterinary Medicine for 12 
years. He became the chair of the Veterinary School 
Admissions Committee, revising the admissions 
process to develop an application that equally 
weighted cognitive measures, experiential learning and 
non-teachable competencies.  

Since 2011, he has been the Director of Research 
for Pipestone Applied Research, researching the viral 
transport and transmission in feed, feed biosecurity and 
antimicrobial resistance at the farm level.  

Dee is intuitive to test ideas and design projects to 
solve industry problems. For example, in 2014 when the 
industry was testing the spread of porcine epidemic 
diarrhea virus (PEDv), he noticed only certain pigs 
housed in a single barn consuming feed from a specific 
bin were getting sick. Therefore, he used a paint roller 
with a long handle to collect dust and particles on the 
inside walls of the feed bin. As suspected, infectious 
PEDv was present and transmission through feed 
consumption was published.  

This work with feed translated into impactful 
research about the spread of foreign animal disease, 
such as ASF and Foot and Mouth Disease, through feed.  

Dee lives in Alexandria, Minnesota with his wife, Lisa, 
and their two children, Nicholas and Ellen. He is an avid 
musician who plays bass guitar in The Abiders, along 
with being a fan of The Beatles.  

The pork industry is grateful for his inspiration to 
others and for his commitment over the years.  

Thank you, Dr. Scott Dee, for your many years of 
service and invaluable contributions to the industry.
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The Michigan Pork PAC is the bi-parti-
san political action arm of the Michigan 
Pork Producers Association. The MI 
Pork PAC enables producers to pool 
their resources together and become 
directly involved in the election process. 

A strong political action committee com-
pliments our advocacy efforts at the 
state Capitol.  By contributing to the MI 
Pork PAC, you are helping to elect  
legislators who support your industry. By 
working with our elected lawmakers, we 
can be assured that we will have maxi-
mum impact in shaping policy  
issues that impact you.  A strong PAC 
assures us that pork producers and 
candidates who support us will be at 
the table when decisions impacting your 
industry are being made.

Please keep in mind that contributions 
may be accepted from individuals,  
partnerships, LLC’s, and Sole  
Proprietors.  However, NO  
CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS CAN
 BE ACCEPTED. 

Contributions to the PAC are not 
deductible as charitable contributions 
for Federal income tax purposes.

Working for you...
          by urging legislators to enact 

responsible legislation
 and regulation.

MI Pork PAC
Helping elect friends of the Michigan pork industry.

MI Pork PAC Contribution
Name:

I would like to contribute:

Payment Options

Credit Card: 

Number:

Exp. Date:    Code: 

Name and zip code on Card:

Address:
     

Check: 

Please make checks payable to: MI Pork PAC

Mail to: Michigan Pork Producers Association, 
3515 West Road, Suite B, 
East Lansing, MI  48823

$250      $150      $100      $50      Other $
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Calendar of Events

15 MPPA Board MeetingJune:

7-8 US SHIP House of Delegates Mtg

14-16 Fall Legislative Seminar

21 MPPA Board Meeting

Sept.:

Lansing, MI

Minneapolis, MN

Washington, D.C.

Public Notice by 
MPPA and the 
National Pork 

Board
The Michigan Pork Producers 

Association (MPPA) and the National 
Pork Board will hold the election of pork 
producer delegate candidates for the 
2023 National Pork Producers (Pork Act) 
Delegate Body during the association’s 
annual meeting on June 15, 2022 at 10:30 
a.m. at the GreenStone Farm Credit 
Services building, 3515 West Road, East 
Lansing, MI 48823.

According to MPPA President, Brian 
Pridgeon, a producer from Montgomery, 
“The duties of the delegate body include 
nominating members to serve on the 
National Pork Board, establishing how 
much of the Pork Checkoff is returned 
to state organizations and providing 
direction on pork promotion, research 
and consumer and producer education 
priorities funded by the Pork Checkoff.”

All Michigan pork producers are 
invited to attend. Any producer, age 18 
or older, who is a resident of the state 
and has paid all assessments due may be 
considered as a delegate candidate and/
or participate in the election. All eligible 
producers are encouraged to bring with 
them, or provide prior to the meeting, a 
sales receipt proving that hogs were sold 
in their name and the checkoff deducted. 
For more information contact Michigan 
Pork Producers Association, 3515 West 
Road, Suite B, East Lansing, MI 48823 
telephone 517/853-3782.

The 2023 National Pork Industry 
Forum will be held March 8-10, in 
Orlando, Florida.

14 MPPA Board MeetingDec.:
Lansing, MI

Lansing, MI
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2022  Symposium Sponsors

MPPA would like to thank the following companies for partnering with us on the 2022 Michigan Pork 
Symposium. Consider contacting one of these companies for your agribusiness needs. 

Gold Sponsors

 1-888-435-2210 | office@altenburgconstruction.com | altenburgconstruction.com

Altenburg Construction Inc. started as a business 
grouting new barns in 1994. Since then we have 
expanded into doing total remodeling of barns 
including the slats and beams in both hog and 
cattle barns. We have developed and patented  

specialized equipment to complete the process in 
a timely and safe manner. We have done work in 12 
different states for multiple integrators and private 

farmers. We take great pride in our work getting 
it done in a timely manner but still obtaining high 

quality craftsmanship.   

Our mission is to connect and collect data 
from all livestock and poultry farms across 
the globe to help growers, producers, 
and eventually packers have the data 
they need to better do their jobs. It’s our 
mission to bring technology into animal agriculture and be a leader in the field.

513-490-9855 | gburroughs@barntools.com | barntools.com/

Founded in 1999, CIH empowers hog producers to effectively 
manage profit margins. We offer personalized guidance, 

education and speciaalized decision-making tools that enable 
clients to gain visibility into their total exposure, as well as the 

strategies available to address it. The result is greater clarity, 
confidence and control.

1.866.299.9333 | 120 South La Salle St, Suite 2200 Chicago, IL 6060 | www.cihedging.com
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Mike Warsco | mwarsco@provimi-na.com | 5117-896-8393 |10 Nutrition Way, Brookville, OH 45309

Drawing from over 85 years of experience, Provimi is 
a trusted name in the animal feed industry.

By leveraging a global network, the Provimi brand 
offers with its deep knowledge and insights the best 

animal nutrition solutions for our customers.

Gold Sponsors Cont.

At PIC, our goal is to make our customers the world’s most successful pork 
producers. We focus on driving genetic improvement, global supply and 
technical support. By applying the latest available science to pig breeding and 
pork production economics, PIC gives producers superior pigs that cost less to 
produce and provide higher quality pork.

100 Bluegrass Commons Blvd. Ste 2200 Hendersonville,TN 37075 | 1-800-325-3398 | na.pic.com

Hog Slat, Inc. is the largest contractor and manufacturer of hog  
equipment in the United States. We combine construction  
management, full-scale equipment manufacturing, and a vertically 
integrated supply chain to provide turnkey system solutions direct 
to livestock and poultry producers in North America and across the 
globe. Backed by innovative engineering, technology, and more than 
50 years of industry experience we strive to deliver quality products 
and services to agricultural producers.

Eric Reed | emreed@hogslat.com | 319-640-0186 | hogslat.com

Our mission is to provide our customers with solutions and a 
peace of mind through Maximus’ management control systems 

for poultry, hog, and dairy farming. Maximus is a state-of-the-art 
upgradable system built to suit our customers’ individual needs 
and provide them with real time information to better manage 

their business while adding value and profitability. 

Larry Reed | Office: 616-350-9000 | hr@maxagtech.com | maxagtech.com
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zoetisus.com | 1-888-963-8471

Leading the way are Zoetis field representatives, who develop beneficial 
business relationships with customers that endure for years. These 
relationships are supported by the technical and veterinary specialists who 
provide in-depth technical expertise and disease education. By having an 
on-the-ground presence, Zoetis can react quickly to local-market needs and 
be well positioned to help our customers continually increase their business 
productivity and sustain long-term success.   

Gold Sponsors Cont.

Silver Sponsors
At DNA Genetics, we know what it takes to compete in today’s North 

American pork industry. We’re committed to rapidly 
advancing genetics in measurable ways that pay dividends to the 

people we serve. With maternal and terminal lines second to none, and 
a team of experts behind them, we want to be your genetics partner.

Kyle Culp | 402-564-9644 | kculp@dnaswinegenetics.com

Whether you are planning to build a new hog barn 
or remodel an existing one, Farmweld is here to help. 
When pork producers buy Farmweld equipment 
they enlist a team of experienced, dedicated and 
energetic professionals committed to helping them 
achieve their goals. The Farmweld team can work with current plans or help draw up original hog barn 
designs. We also have many decades of experience with remodeling existing hog barns, and our experts can 
revamp older layouts and determine what equipment upgrades are needed. Over the years, we’ve helped 
producers change barn use between production phases and to different management styles. Farmweld 
prides itself on listening to producers and finding ways to partner with them to make raising hogs easier 
through innovation and superior customer service.

1-800-EAT-PORK | farmweld.com

Hamilton Distributing is a thriving, growing company.  As Michigan’s 
premier agricultural supplier located in Hamilton, Michigan, we have 
been serving the agricultural industry since 1957 now offering Sukup 

Equipment (bins, dryers, conveyors, and elevator legs) as well as Sweet 
elevator legs and conveyors, Lambton elevator legs and conveyors, G.T. 

Grain dryers, NECO augers, Westfield transport augers, Reinke Irrigation 
Systems, and more. 

269-751-5161 | sales@hamiltondist.com | hamiltondist.com
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Silver Sponsors Cont.

Doug Albright | doug.albright@hubbardfeeds.com | 517-416-5781 | www.hubbardfeeds.com

Our mission at Hubbard Feeds is to provide high quality swine products and programs, 
that help our customers achieve business success and personal satisfaction. We do 

this through a coordinated research program that delivers cost effective products; a 
responsive technical staff that effectively transfers new technology to our customers; a 
knowledgeable, well trained sales staff that is valuable to our customers; and a strong 
dealer network that provides the right service to its customers and supports Hubbard 

Feeds nutrition programs.  Visit us at www.hubbardfeeds.com to learn more.

brian.strobel@jygatech.com | 515-509-5443 | jygatech.com

We know what you have to go through everyday because we have 
been pork producers for 3 generations! Alain and Donald Lefebvre, 
owners of Jyga Technologies, also own a 2200 sow farrow-to-finish 
unit! In 1994, Jyga Technologies became the first company to ever 
design and manufacture electronic feeding systems, ensuring all your 
sows maximize intake and giving you great results.

The Michigan Soybean Committee is a farmer-led 
organization that directs the soybean checkoff in Michigan. 

The commodity checkoff was created under Public Act 
232 in 1976. The national checkoff, directed by the United 
Soybean Board, began in 1991. MSC’s board of directors is 

made up of seven soybean farmers appointed by Michigan’s 
governor. The checkoff is assessed at at rate of 0.5 percent 

of the market price per bushel of soybeans sold. Half of the checkoff dollars collected are utilized by the 
Michigan Soybean Committee and half are sent to the United Soybean Board.  

231-383-3131 | hlange@michigansoybean.org | michigansoybean.org

Randy Curless | rcurless@pigtek.net | 574-658-5080 | pigtek.net

As a leading systems provider to the pig industry, we take 
our responsibility for HELPING TO FEED A HUNGRY WORLD® 
very seriously. Over the past five years, we have introduced 
technologies to increase feed conversion, reduce energy costs, 
establish and maintain a better environment in barns and 
other accomplishments.
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Silver Sponsors Cont.

Topigs Norsvin is renowned for its innovative approach to 
implementing new technologies and a continuous focus on cost-
efficient pig production. Research, innovation and dissemination 

of genetic improvement are the cornerstones of the company. 
Continuous and strong product improvement will enable clients to 

achieve significant added value in their production.

topigsnorsvin.com |  952-641-0220 | info@topigsnorsvin.us

United Animal Health is steadfastly committed to the development 
of animal nutrition and production technologies designed to bring 
value to our swine production management customers. We are  
customer focused, solution driven and offer dynamic nursery  
nutrition products.

Brant Graham | Brant.Graham@unitedanh.com | Cell: 616-403-0944 | www.unitedanh.com

Bronze Sponsors

There is a growing global demand for pork and pork products. Producers 
at all stages of the production chain therefore focus on several key 

factors, namely: Cost-effective production of a high quality product,  
Achieving the high animal welfare standards required to meet animal 

needs and consumer demands and Minimizing the impact of pork 
production on the environment. We have great experience across the 
global swine sector. We deliver innovative and effective nutrition and 

health solutions to help customers meet the many challenges they face.

dsm.com/anh/en_NA/species/swine.html |  419-819-7877 | erin.stickel@dsm.com

Munters is a global leader in energy-efficient and 
sustainable air treatment solutions. Using innovative 
technologies, Munters creates the perfect climate for 
demanding industrial applications, the largest being 
the food, pharmaceutical, and agriculture sectors. As a 
manufacturer of industrial and commercial indoor climate 
control systems, Munters has been defining the future of 
air treatment since its founding in 1955.

517-676-7070 | foodtech@munters.com| munters.com
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Bronze Sponsors Cont.

Farmer Boy Ag is an agricultural supply and construction 
company that has been at the forefront of the swine, poultry, 
and dairy industries for over 30 years. We have several 
locations for your convenience and experienced sales 
professionals at each location to provide expertise on what 
will work best for your operation.  We will walk you through 
the process of constructing a new state-of-the-art facility or renovating your current facility with the latest 
technologies.  We also have thousands of products in stock to keep your barns running efficiently.

Perry Shoemaker | perryshoe@yahool.com | 614-580-1922

As a member-owned cooperative, GreenStone Farm Credit 
Services supports rural communities and agriculture with 

reliable, consistent credit and financial services our members 
need. With 36 local branches across Michigan and northeast 

Wisconsin, we are committed to serving families and our local 
communities.

Corporate Headquarters | 3515 West Road East Lansing, MI 48823 | 800-444-FARM

Providing the right nutrition in the first life stage determines the overall 
lifetime performance of the animal. Our soy-based specialty ingredients 
improve health, welfare and performance of young animals. That is how 
we deliver a strong return on investment to producers around the world.

Ronald Rampersad | 616-481-2639 | rra@hamletprotein.com | hamletprotein.com/swine/ 

Merck Animal Health is a research-driven company that develops, 
manufactures and markets a broad range of veterinary medicines and 

services. We offer one of the industry’s most innovative portfolios, 
spanning products for the prevention, treatment and control of 
disease in all major farm and companion animal species.  We’ve 

revolutionized options for managing health and increasing efficiency 
in hog barns across America, arming pork producers with a proven 

arsenal of disease protection.

John McKee | john.mckee@merck.com |800-211-3573 | www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/



MPPA would like to 
once again thank 
the sponsors that 
make the annual 
pork symposium 

possible. 
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Bronze Sponsors Cont.

Michigan Farm Bureau is the state’s largest farm organization 
working to represent, protect and enhance the business,
economic, social and educational interests of our members. 
Learn more about Farm Bureau’s grassroots structure and its 
agricultural support at www.michfb.com.

517-323-7000 | 7373 West Saginaw Highway Lansing, Michigan 48909



What’s On Your Plate?

Now Offered for Commercial Vehicles

Help empower tomorrow’s farmers, scientists,
communicators, and food processors.

Purchase a Michigan Agricultural Heritage
license plate! For just $35, you can help

prepare the next generation of agriculture
leaders by supporting FFA and K-12

agricultural education programs!

Get your plate today. Visit your local Secretary of State office or go to
www.michigan.gov/SOS and click on the “Owning a Vehicle” link for order forms.

Questions? Call 517-432-2482.
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We’re Listening

Dear MPPA,

On behalf of the IQhub Board 
of Directors and Staff, thank 
you very much for your 
sponsorship. The FFA CDE 
Boot Camp hosted 375 high 
school students and advisors 
from around Michigan. We 
value and appreciate your 
support.

Troy Bancroft 
Chairman of the IQhub Board

Sue Kadlek 
IQhub Administrator

Dear MPPA,

Thank you for your generous donation of $2,500 
to the LEAP Foundation. By making this donation, 
you are supporting a growing effort to educate our 
communities, both near and far, about the benefits 
of pigs and production. 

Each year the funds raised by our donors go 
towards the support of scholarships in animal 
sciences, internships in commercial livestock 
production, supplemental funding for the Pig 
Adventure and continuous gifts of pork to the Food 
Bank.

We are connecting the dots to help people 
understand where food comes from and how it is 
raised. Your gift is leading to positive impacts for 
both children and adults as they learn about the 
importance of raising pigs. 

Thanks you for your support! Sincerely,

Nick DeKryger 
Leading Eduction About Pigs Foundation

Follow us on: 

Dear MPPA,

Thank you for your ongoing support of Greater 
Lansing Food Bank and our community. With your 
dedication, we are one step closer to eliminating 
hunger. Your donation of funds and pork products 
will provide 3,135 meals to our neighbors in need.

Michelle Lantz 
CEO, Greater Lansing Food Bank
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MPPA Board of 
Directors:

Albright Swine Farms

Michigan FFA Foundation

Michigan Soyean Committee

United Producers, Inc

Wooden Farms

ADVERTISERS

7

31

2

8

9

Andy White, Vice President
Jones, (269)506-1978

Tim Kruithoff, Treasurer
Kent City, (616) 675-7787

Jeff Russcher, Secretary
Zeeland, (269) 208-9832

Brian Pridgeon, President
Montgomery, (517) 296-4543

Executive Committee:

Pat Albright
Coldwater, (517) 238-5817

Afton Blight Maksimchuk
Homer, (517) 488-4938

Lee Carte
Remus, (989) 967-3669

Bob Dykhuis
Holland, (269) 751-7189 

Erin Ehinger
Zeeland, (616) 218-5079

Beth Ferry, MSU Extension
Cassopolis, (269) 445-4438

Brandon Hill, United Animal Health
Mason, (269) 251-6428

Ryan Hunter
Vicksburg, (269) 649-0764

Craig Jipping
Hamilton, (616) 836-1475

Scott McKenzie
Marcellus, (269) 506-8718 

Ed Reed
Marcellus, (269) 646-2431 

Rick Sietsema
Allendale, (616) 895-7493 

Kevin Turner
East Lansing, (517) 203-6564
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Italian Pork Kabobs with 
Summer Vegetables
INGREDIENTS:

• 1 1/2 lb. pork loin roast 
(boneless, trimmed, 
cut into 1-inch cubes)

• 2 Tbsp. red wine 
vinegar

• 1 1/2 tsp. kosher salt
• 1/2 tsp. red pepper 

flakes (or less to taste)
• 1 Tbsp. extra-virgin 

olive oil
• 1 tsp. dried basil

• 1 Tbsp. fresh basil
• 1 Tbsp. fresh oregano
• 1 tsp. dried oregano
• 2 cloves garlic 

(chopped)
• 2 zucchini (small, 

trimmed and cut 
crosswise into rounds)

• 2 bell peppers (large, 
seeded and cut into 
1-inch squares)

Prepare outdoor grill for direct medium-hot grilling. For a gas grill, preheat grill on high. Adjust 
temperature to 400°F. For a charcoal grill, build fire and let burn until coals are covered with white 
ash. Spread coals and let burn for 15-20 minutes.

Whisk vinegar, 1 teaspoon salt, and hot red pepper together in large bowl. Whisk in oil. Add basil, 
oregano, and garlic. Add pork loin and toss to coat. Spread zucchini and bell peppers on top of pork, 
season with remaining ½ teaspoon salt, and let stand 5 minutes. Stir to coat with marinade. Do not 
marinate longer than 15 minutes. Skewer pork, zucchini, and bell peppers, alternating ingredients, 
onto 6 metal kabob skewers.

Lightly oil cooking grate. Place kabobs on grill and cover grill. Cook, turning occasionally, for about 
10-12 minutes or until pork is browned. Let stand for 3 minutes, then serve.

INSTRUCTIONS: 


